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—<One night I

YORK (&)
went up: to the attic and, messed
around,”” wrote Stephen Smith of

NEW

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. ‘‘Then I
saw a funny thing I didn’t know
what it was.

“I opened it and it came to my
mind it was an Erector set. When

my father was a little" boy he had|!

an erector.
“For Christmas I wished to have
an Erector and a microscope and
a lab set. And ever since then I did
many things with both.” ..
o * v’ugx*‘
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The youpngster’s letter, sincere
if not altogether grammatical,
didn’t differ much from more than
a million others written to AL C.
Gilbert over the years, which,shows
that when he died January 24 a
part of ‘American boyhood went
with him,

With Gilbert’s death, leadership
of the company passeéd to-His son,
Alfred Carlton GilbertiJr., whoisays
he’ll “make every effort to con-
tinue to create’’ the same type edu-
cational toys his father made fa-
mous.

In his later years, the elder Gil-
bert went to the office only three
days a week and concerned himself
mainly with choosmg new toys to
add to the existing” line*of 51 dif-
ferent sets in 11 science categories.

Among the new favorites are an
electronics set wit hmh boys can

puilla  transistor ios, burglar
alarms and other gadgetq and a

physics set which teaches the prin-
ciples of hydlauhcs and other sci-
entific subjects modern boys are
amazingly familiar with.
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But none of Gilbert’s inventions
(he owned more than 150 patents)
has had the success of the Erec-
tor—the original do-it-yourself gift
that not only has ocx:umed many - a
boyhood ‘hour but palso launched
many an adult career.

“If you had read the hundreds
of letters I have received from engi-
neers who tell me their interest in
their profession started with an
Erector set,” Gilbert once wrote,
“you would know I had done some-
thing besides make money.”’

More than 10 million boys have
owned Erectors sets, and who can
say how many, like Stephen Smith,
have added to the ones passed
along to them by their fathers: be-
cause the thing hasn’t changed a
whit since A. C. Gilbert built the
first one back in 1913. 25

Gilbert made friends through his
‘other toys, to be sure, though com-
pany spokesmen say Erector repre-
sents ‘‘a substantial part’” of its
science toy business.

American Flyer electric trains
account for one-third of the com-
pany’s
two-thirds.

-

* * s

Gilbert insisted all his toys “had|,
to do something.”” He woud not al-|;

low his model airplane to remain

motionless on a string. He put al

rubber band in it and it flew  —
ppening up a whole new .hobby.

But no toy does more than the
Erector, nor were its creations
confined to the playroom.

The prototype model of . the
World War II Bailey Bridge was
built with a No. 10 1-2 Erector. An
Erector was used to design indus-
try’s Gantry Crane. The motor and
other Erector parts were used to
build the first heart-lung machine,
now inghe Smithsonian Institution.

At the A. C. Gilbert Company
ractory in ‘New Haven, Connectlr;

income and science toys

cut, baskets constructed from Erec-
tor sets‘ca.,s;‘ty parts to the assembly
line on overhead trolleys.

The thought for the versatile
Erector “seemed to come to me all
of a suddel din the fall of 1911,
said qllbeﬁ during a time wher
he wa® co "mutmg by rail between
and New York. Gird-
put up to carry new
electric cawles gave him-the idea.
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‘ Gilbert was born in Salem, Ore-
gon, Februyary 15, 1884, and tales

|from his ar&venturous boyhood read

like a Mark Twain novel. The fam-
ily barn was his haven, and was
where his inventive knack began to
bud.

He once rlgged a fire house pole
from- the loft' to the’ floor, for ex-
ample, and the first kid to slid
down landed on a level which flung
open the door. One day his father,
alerted .by a 'gathering crowd,
snatched young, Alfred from an up-
per window seconds before he was
about to demonstrate Salem’s first
parachufte jump.

Gilbert was' slightly built — five
feet, myen and (135 pounds in his

3 "but was wiry and strong
Qf,ﬁense at. biographers
“frajl’’

and t
who descrlbcd him as &
boy.

In coHef,e he became captain of
the track:team, a star foothall
quarterback and a wrestling cham-
pion, Tr 1808 -he won the Olympic
pole vaultmg championship and set
a world record (since broken.,)
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When he decided he would like to
hecome a physical education in-
structor he felt he should have a
medical degree. He set out to get
one at Yale, and helped pay his
way by giving magic shows from a
kit he had put together.

In 1909 he put on a demonstra-
tion in a variety store hoping to sell
a few Kkits for Christmas money,
and got 'orders for $600 worth.

“1 sat right down and multiplied
this figure by all the book stores,
toy stores and department stores
in the Urited States,”” he said, ‘‘and
knew that I was soon going tu be
a mllllonaue,

He borrowed $5,000 from his fa-
thern and opened the Mysto Manu-
facturing Company in an old New
Haven cairiage house. When he in-
troduced his educational line of toys
he changed the name to the A. C.
Gilbert Campany.

Today if is a $20- -million concern
which no longer features magic
tricks, bm}gcontmues to work magic
in the hearts of .boys




