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1To s Of Child
Strong Asset
To Character

By PATRICIA McCORMACK ]
United Press fnternational
NEW YORK (UPI) — Your
child’s toys are a worm:izable as-
set to character development.
Harvey E ho once . di-
|rected the s of 80 FBI
agents in-] k, said“so dur-
|ing an interview. He mamtams
“|that good toys certainly can Yelp
. \make better children.
.| “Next to his parents, a child’
closest companions are his toys’’,
Rath said. ““This tionship con=
tinues from early childhood 'mto
i |his teens and increases in . ime
portance as the child grows old-
er.

Free Time Important

The ex-crimefighter, now vice~
president of the A.C. Gilbert Co.,
said that lack of ifffeTest in a
child’s free time' is an invitation
to delinquency. §

“Parents,” he said, “should ex=
ercise considerable care in the
choice of a child’s toys to help
fill this time, just as they would
in the selection of his friends.

“The basic ingredient of a toy
is fun. But the interested parent
should also ask —what will it
teach my child?

“What it does teach should con-
tribute constructively in some
.|way to the youngster’s physical
or mental development.”

Rath said these are the criteria
{his firm use in considering new

.| toys.

»| He cited ‘“‘erector’” sets as an

. example o” a teaching toy. The
,tov comes in ten different sizes,
-| Surveys have shown that hund-

-\ reds of engineers first became en=

.| thralled with construction by play=

1‘mg with the sets as youngsters.

)'{ Toys Helpful

3| “But even if a toy doesn’t lead
ia youngster directly to a profes-

‘sxon it can teach him responsibil-
uy dexterity, logical thinking in

‘usmg it, and aid in developing
'|other traits that will help him

‘grow into a worthwhile member

1of the community,” Rath said.

| He cited as an example a new

;stock car race toy involving a
|figure - eight roadway® with an
.ioverpass and two models of pop-

'|ular American stock cars cons

‘| trolled by push buttons.

H “On the surface, this game
| might appear to encour ge speed
iin driving,” he said. ctually, a

uyoungster quickly discovers that
excesclve speed will make his car
|skid off the road on the turns—

{and he loses the race.
| “By the time he’s old enough to
.| get behind the wheel of a  real
.|car, he will know the dangers of
.| speed.
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